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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
We live in exciting and challenging times.

As the Christmas bells peel at the end of this 
demanding year the following year will bring 
with it a need for more wisdom and tolerance 
as the change of guard in the USA makes its 
decisions felt locally and internationally.

However, to just wait and see is not what your 
Bursary Fund is attributed for.

We like to get the good ship Bursary Fund 
sailing on a direct course for its desired 
destination – that is to work hard for the 
improvement in the lives of our young men 
and women choosing a maritime related 
career.

Shortly our four Grade 12’s will hear their 
results and then choose their best option  
for 2025.

Our nine Grade 10’s and 11’s  
will progress to their new grades.

Our five tertiary students will continue  
their studies at CPUT and DUT. 

Our sailing and motor training on the waters 
of False Bay will keep growing with renewed 
enthusiasm and numbers.

Our scholars and university undergraduates 
are high in their admiration of the role the 
Bursary Fund is playing in their lives. We travel 
their road with due concern for their welfare 
and progress in life which builds our youth into 
strong and responsible adulthood.

The Fund is strongly enhanced by a Board 
and EXCO that steadies the course this ship 
is steering and imparts wisdom to navigate 
the storms and the calms as each challenge 
confronts the team. We are stronger by the 
unity we enjoy.

Together with a growing and generous group 
of sponsors we are looking ahead to 2025 with 
optimism and enthusiasm.

Simon Pearson 

We trust that this Christmas and the New Year will be a time of rest 
and preparation for many positive results as the year unfolds. 



HAPAG-LLOYD TO LMC

LAWHILL MARITIME CENTRE AWARDS 

This company put out an 
appeal to their employees to 
nominate an NGO to receive 
their corporate funding.  
It is so affirming that one 
of our former recipients 
Nikita Adams nominated 
the Bursary Fund.

LMC STUDENT MENTORING NEWS 

Bursary Fund learners scooped up several awards at an event which 
had two illustrious guest speakers – Eli Gjesdal of Empower Leadership 
Institute, Norway and American Arshay Cooper a former rower, now 
motivational speaker and author of A Most Beautiful Thing. 

Grade 11 Chinedu Kanu was selected to join the Bursary 
Fund family and to benefit from this donation. A team 
from Hapag-Lloyd spent time at LMC informing the 
Grade 12 Maritime Studies class about their company 
and providing some great corporate gifts. 

Clare Gomes of AMSOL awarded 
Grade 12 Anika Mtyelwa a 
SAMTRA bursary        

Dennis Henwood Head of the Bursary Fund’s Tertiary Committee presented 
Grade 12 Lwandile Mnyango the SATS General Botha Old Boys’ Association 
Bursary Fund award to study Maritime Studies at Cape Peninsula University 
of Technology.

Lwandile Mnyango and Dennis Henwood

Heather Cooper of the  
TK Foundation presented Grade 

12 Azize Mpame a tertiary bursary 
to study OOW at SAMTRA



SAIL AND MOTORBOAT TRAINING 

LIPTON CHALLENGE CUP

L26 CHALLENGE 
REGATTA 
– DURBAN 
HARBOUR

The success and achievements of this division of 
the Bursary Fund have been one of the highlights of 
2024. Funding from TK Foundation and Cape Town 
Sailor’s Home have made it possible for Lawhill 
Maritime Centre (LMC) learners and Sea Cadets to 
achieve dreams they never thought possible. 

LMC Grade 11 Lubanzi Mgenge was the fortunate sailor 
selected to participate in the False Bay Yacht Club entry into 
this prestigious annual race. The event took place in Table 
Bay during some icy cold Cape Town winter storms. 

The beginning of the December 
school holidays saw Durban 
based LMC sailors invited by 
Sail Africa to participate in this 
regatta where they gained some 
wonderful racing experience. 

Lubanzi shared, 
“The highlight for me 
was on our second 
day of racing where 
we finished second on the line for both races.  
We were all cheering for the victory after such 
a tough race and I got a little emotional. The 
closing ceremony was also the highlight of my 
experience. There was a lot of fun, cheering and 
especially when they started to play music, and 
we all went to the stage to dance. It was the best 
evening of my life.”
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Left: Grade 12 Jordan Heyburg was awarded Barry’s Board by Ian Hare.   
Above: Sail and Motor Chairman Petrus Swart with Trainer former 
Olympian Asenathi Jim 

Nomathamsanqa Mlaba 2025 Sailing Captain and 
Lukhanyo Gqibinyanga 2025 Sailing Vice Captain

In October seven LMC learners passed 
their Cat E Motorboat Licence and.....  

five TS Woltemade Sea Cadets

SAIL AND MOTORBOAT TRAINING 



TERTIARY NEWS 

PAST STUDENT NEWS

Nhlakanipho, Siseko and Nolukhanyo were guests 
at the Fairship Marine Bursary Golf Day

The five 2024 tertiary students have all been a 
wonderful addition to the Bursary Fund family. 
Sbonga Sibiya and Simnikiwe Vundla studying at 
Durban University of Technology (DUT) in Durban 
have enjoyed exposure to sailing for the first time at 
our partner organisation Sail Africa while Cape Town 
students Siseko Makholwana, Nhlakanipho Lebengu 
and Nolukhanyo Ludidi have been learning to sail at 
our newest partner RCYC Sailing Academy. In addition 
to their practical experience of the sea they remain 
dedicated students. 

”So far, my cadetship is going well and has been an incredible 
learning experience. As it progresses, I have come to realise that 
completing the varsity diploma wasn’t the end of the learning 
journey, it’s just the beginning. We often think (or at least I 
thought) that once we graduate, we are done with school and 
learning, but joining the ship has proven otherwise. *This is 
where the REAL learning begins*, where theory meets practice, 
and every day brings new challenges and opportunities to grow. 
It is an exciting, and very hands-on experience that’s pushing me 
to constantly develop both professionally and personally.”

 “Greetings to all at hand, I hope all is well. I have recently 
disembarked from my first vessel in Singapore and 
arrived safely in Cape Town on November 24th. My first 
contract was very successful with no hiccups, and I am 
beyond grateful for the opportunity I had. My highest of 
gratitude goes to everyone that plays an active role in 
my life and that has made the impossible possible for 
me. I cannot wait to share all the wonderful sea tales 
with each and everyone.”

AMANDA GASA  
CADET ONBOARD FAIRCHEM PROTEA

JUVANDRE WILLIAMS  
CADET ONBOARD MARTHA OLDENDORFF

Sponsored by Fairfield Chemical Carriers for her studies at DUT Sponsored by Royal Cape Yacht Club while attending 
Lawhill Maritime Centre 



FUNDRAISING EVENTS

The Bursary Fund is most grateful that 
in 2024 there has been increased support 
of the development work that we provide. 
There are many more young lives that we 
would like to impact through funding for 
Grade 10-12 at LMC, Tertiary studies 
or participation in the Sail and Motor 
Programme.  
We invite you to partner with the Bursary 
Fund in 2025 so that we can continue to 
Nurture Sea Fever in young South Africans. 

Section 18A tax deductible certificates are 
available to all donors and the organization 
is 100% B-BBEE. 

On 1 November the 12th Marine Bursary Golf Day took place raising the funds that enable the 
Bursary Fund to fund maritime tertiary studies for disadvantaged students. Fairship have been the 
main sponsor of this Cape Town event for three years and it is incredible that they have pledged to 

sponsor both the Cape Town and Durban Golf Day’s in 2025. 

FAIRSHIP MARINE BURSARY GOLF DAY

Thrive Student Living sponsored the halfway house and 
Avalon Shipbroking the dinner This event raised over 
R157 000 which will be part of the funds that enable us to 
fund six tertiary students in 2025. 
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