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Nurturing Sea Fever Newsletter March 2025

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

We are speedily progressing into the year with
positivity and enthusiasm for the voyage ahead.

We have recently had the AGM of the SATS
General Botha Old Boys Association where the
Bursary Fund had the opportunity to deliver our
annual report.

We stated that we have twelve scholars on
bursaries at Lawhill Maritime Centre (LMC) and
six tertiary students at both CPUT and DUT.

Our swimming, sailing and motorboat
programme continues to flourish with 51 trainees
in total some of whom learn to handle boats at
sea and ultimately to be awarded their skippers
certificates.

We are adding NSRI crew training during this
year and if you have the time could you add your
name to be a standby person ensuring the day
spent with the trainees is properly and safely
executed.

Our new Grade 10 bursary holders begin after
their first term at LMC, and we look forward to
new faces who will engage with their scholastic
programme at Lawhill for the next three

years and be mentored by the Bursary Fund's
volunteers.

Lawhill Maritime Centre is undergoing a few
staff changes, and we assist the Centre with
expertise and practical programmes such as
swimming in the first term and then boat work
through the year.

The Board of the Bursary Fund complement
remains unchanged as does the EXCO which
meets regularly to report and attend to all the
workings of an active fund.
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Well done Bursary Fund Grade 12's
on all being selected as prefects

We will say a sad farewell to our treasurer
Ms. June Williams in April and she will hand
over to Mr. Brian Williams an ex-radio

officer with Safmarine and now a successful
businessman. We trust Brian will keep up the
professional work of June.

We are hoping to raise our funds to the R3m
level by the end of 2025 which is largely

due to hard work of the Fund Raising and
Marketing committee under Mrs Thalia
Hock’s leadership and many generous
individuals and corporates.

| hope you will be inspired by the good
articles and correspondence from our bursary
recipients who are forever grateful for the
funding and mentoring received by the
volunteers that make this Fund so unique.

| hope you all will have time to rest over the
Easter recess and take time to reflect on what
benefit there is when investing in the lives of
our youth in South Africa.

A very big thank you to you all who are so
supportive of the GB Bursary Fund.

Simon Pearson



> LMC STUDENT MENTORING NEWS

VISITORS TO LMC

LMC provides incredible networking
opportunities for learners. In early March MBA
students from the University of North Carolina,
USA visited and Hapag Lloyd funded student
Chinedu Kanu was able to spend time with
another young person from a different culture.

Nine Grade 11 and 12 Bursary Fund learners together with

mentors Tony Nicholas and Hugh James had a constructive
and eye-opening outing to this former SA Navy submarine

which has recently opened as a museum.

A guided group tour was provided with explanations of the
physics involved that was at a level for visitors to understand.

The learners were impressed but also horrified by the cramped

Grade 12 Chinedu Kanu
exams the attack periscope living conditions on board, such as one shower (so no-one

showered), two toilets for a crew of 60, hot bunking and more.

A get together beforehand was held attended by Bursary Fund Board member Malcolm Alexander which
included discussions around future careers, CVs and tertiary applications and a TETA career guide booklet
was handed out.



LMC STUDENT MENTORING NEWS <

WAR MEMORIAL EVENT

Sunday 16 March 2025 was a perfect
day in Simon’s Town to hold a poignant
memorial service for the SATS General
Botha trainees who died during WW2
as well as remember other graduates of
the training ship who have “slipped their
cable “. Several widows were present, and
tears were shed as The Last Post was played
by a TS Woltemade Sea Cadet.

All Bursary Fund recipients attended and
Grade 12 Lukhanyo Ggibinyanga led the
LMC choir in their beautiful singing.




> SAIL AND MOTORBOAT TRAINING

SWIMMING 2025

This was the largest group that the Bursary Fund has provided a Learn to Swim Programme for with a
total of 24 participants which did present challenges, but the introduction of the Grade 12 Sailing and Motor
Captains and Vice Captains assisting, was a great help and a true example of giving back.

After application letters for the programme were
received from all LMC Grade 10's, Dr Cleeve Robertson
kindly once again assisted with medicals to ensure
learners were able to participate in this at times
physically challenging programme.
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Captains Kwanele Mayekiso, Alwande Percock and Lukhanyo
Ggibinyanga (left back) assisted to calm the nerves of the new
Grade 10°s before their medical
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Sadly, access to the Navy pool at the beginning of
the programme was not possible but NSRI swimming
trainers Sarah Sandemann and Sam Rorwana
managed to conduct a swimming assessment and
three lessons at Seaforth Beach with very enthusiastic
and cooperative participants.

The last five lessons were held in the Navy Pool and
the six competent swimmers in this group assisted in
helping the rest of the group many of whom were non
swimmers. Everyone improved - this a truly a life changing
programme. Thank you to Jens Krueger from Germany
and the TK Foundation for making this possible.



SAIL AND MOTORBOAT TRAINING <

THE

DAY SKIPPER TRAINING ‘\”3\ A, S

Funding from the TK Foundation has
enabled the Bursary Fund to provide
Day Skipper training to six Grade 12
sailors through Mills Boating. They are
facing a busy first week of the upcoming
holidays as they complete their Radio

licence and Day Skippers theory course in

preparation for their practical testin April.

NSRI TRAINING

The Bursary Fund’'s ongoing
partnership with the NSRI has
always been fantastic. Ten
lucky LMC learners are presently
participatingin aweeklong camp

at Station 10 in Simon’s Town as
part of a year long programme
with the aim of completing
NSRI crew training by the end
of 2025. In person classroom
training is complimented by
the excitement of sea going
exercises on NSRI boats.

LMC learners flanked by NSRI Trainers Grant Grove (left) and Sam Rorwana (right)




> TERTIARY NEWS

The Bursary Fund's annual Golf Days are the backbone that has DUT STUDENTS

enabled growth in this part of the organisation. Together with

wonderful partner funders - Fairship, FPT, Thembani Shipping,
Fairfield Chemical Carriers and Newlands Rotary Club in 2025
six students will be closer to their goal of a maritime career in

Marine Engineering or Nautical Studies.

CPUT STUDENTS

DUT students Shonga Sibiya
and Simnikiwe Vundla

Both Sbonga and Simnikiwe have spent
experiencing time on the sea at the Bursary

CPUT students, from left to right Siseko Makholwana, Nhlakanipho Fund’s partner organisation Sail Africa as well

Lebengu, Nolukhanyo Ludidi and new addition Lwandile Mnyango

Three old friends and former bursary recipients
met up recently at work in Cape Town harbour.

Lighawe Mdoda - Fairship, Anele May - MACS
Shipping Cadet and Alwande Sithole - Sturrock
Grindrod Maritime

as volunteering to share their knowledge with
school going learners.

66 Shonga says:
I have finished
my Day Skipper
course! Sail

Africa has sent

my application to SAMSA for my certificate. | don’t know
when it will be ready but | will let you know once | hear back.
We are currently doing an eco-programme with learners
from Wiggins Secondary and Umkhumbane Secondary. This
programme includes a river study, linking the Umkhumbane
River to the bay and then to the ocean. The river runs past
their schools and into the bay, any pollution from their
area or anywhere along the river ends up in the ocean. This
program will help them understand why keeping our rivers
clean is so important.
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fans H AFRICAN'TRAINING SHIP
MARINE - 'GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS' ASSOCIAT
. | - YFUND
B UR s A RY ' (INCORPORATIN
SOCIETY OF MASTER MARINERS
G u L F BURSARY FUND)
[ _
n A Y IN SUPPORT OF BURSARIES FOR DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS STUDYING

TOWARDS TERTIARY MARITIME QUALIFICATIONS.

. . ~“5% SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ~~ ~ <<
 THURSDAY 30 OcTOBER 2025 =~
~ RONDEBOSCH GOLF CLUB PRIZE-GIVING DINNER
R St I s ey 2 SILVER R 12 000
= N7 A0 HALF-WAY HOUSE
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WET HoLES R 6000 i
2ND. 6TH. 12TH OR 16TH
PAR 3 HOLES Y

e

SPECIAL PRIZES

E

- ADVERTISING OR SPONSORSHIPS
1ST TEE. 5TH GREEN. 10TH GREEN. 11TH

TEE. 18TH GREEN OR THE PRACTICE
PUTTING GREEN.

NEAREST THE PIN ON THE ATH AND 12TH.
/| NEAREST THE PIN IN TWO SHOTS ON THE
3 10TH AND 14TH.
WINNERS, 1T T0 10TH
e e R 2 000 EA

"2

i P et Bl et AN e RN AN R L AT TR N TR
. BODKINGS 4BALL R 3200 PER 4-BALL (EXCLUDES GOLF CARTS
" LIMITED NUMBER OF ELECTRIC CARTS, PUSH CARTS AND GOLF CLUBS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

GONTACT US

[

70 BODK A 4 BALL/S, CARTS, OR EQUIPMENT

_FOR SPONSORSHIP APPLICATIONS/ DONATION OF PRIZES
= CONTACT THALIA Hock o\ CONTACT DENNIS HENWOOD
i/ EMAIL: GMBGENERALBOTHA.CO.ZA | ‘f’fﬂ%“* . EMAIL: DHENWODDEIAFRICA.COM

S.A.T.S General Botha OLD BOYS" ASSOCIATION BURSARY FUND

PBO Exemption No 930 037 633 | NPO No 091-875

141B, The Left Bank, Main Road, Muizenberg
gm@generalbotha.co.za | www.gbbursaryfund.co.za

BANKING DETAILS

S.A.T.S. General Botha Old Boys Association Bursary Fund
Nedbank, Constantia
Branch Code 101-109
Account Number 10111 33164
Swift Code (Foreign Transfers) NEDS ZA |



